Objective -To investigate the presence of myocardial injury in dogs hospitalized for snake envenomation and to examine its relationship with systemic inflammation.
shipped on dry ice to the Department of Veterinary Clinical and Animal Sciences, University of Copenhagen, Denmark, and stored for a maximum of 14 months until batch analysis.
C-reactive protein and cTnI were analysed at the Central Laboratory at the Department of Veterinary Clinical and Animal Sciences, University of Copenhagen, Denmark. Cardiac troponin I was analysed using a commercially available high-sensitivity immunoassay a recently validated for use in dogs. 28 C-reactive protein was analysed using a commercially available turbidimetric immunoassay validated for canine use 29 and calibrated with purified canine CRP. b, 30 Evidence of systemic inflammation was defined as a concentration of CRP > 35 mg/L (3.5 mg/dL).
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Statistical analysis
All statistical analyses were conducted using commercial statistical software. c Data were assessed for normality using D'Agostino-Pearson omnibus test. Logarithmic transformation was applied to assure a Gaussian distribution of otherwise non-parametric data. A two-tailed t-test was used to compare Gaussian data, and the Mann-Whitney-U test was used to compare non-Gaussian data.
Correlations between cTnI and CRP concentrations were assessed graphically as well as by Spearman's correlation coefficient. Statistical significance was defined as P<0.05.
Results
Healthy dogs:
Nine healthy dogs were included in the study and consisted of 5 female intact, 1 female neutered, 2 male intact, and 1 male neutered dog and ranged in age from 0.5-5.0 years (mean 3.2 years).
One dog was a mixed breed; all other dogs were purebreds of 6 different breeds, the most frequent being Border Collie (n=3). The cTnI concentrations in healthy dogs were (median Six dogs presented with arrhythmias at the time of admission (Table 1) 
African puff adder (B. arietans):
Five dogs envenomed by B. arietans were included in the study. In all cases the owners witnessed the bite and either were able to identify the snake based on pictures or killed the snake and brought it to the hospital along with the dog. Included dogs consisted of 2 female intact, 2 
